Illinois Pork Producers Pork and Pigskins Event Description
Fall 2010
Overview
The Illinois Pork Producers are celebrating a great combination – local high school football and delicious pork products. The objective is to show the commitment that pork producers have to their community and the future generations that live there, while also promoting pork products and local pork producers.

How it works

IPPA will provide up to $500 for each event (based upon the first 8 approved applications) for the purchase of pork products – pork burgers, pork chops, pork BBQ, etc. These products must be sold before a local high school football game with the proceeds going to benefit a school group – FFA chapter, band boosters, sports boosters, athletic club, special school project, etc. This is done in partnership with the school group and all proceeds benefit that group and the kids in it.

Who is eligible?
County pork producer groups, pork producers, and allied industry representatives.

What is required of local producers?
Local pork producers must coordinate event with the school and arrange cooking & serving details (either provide a grill to cook the pork or work with the school concession stand). Producers should volunteer to help cook and serve the pork.
Local pork contacts are also required to contact local media and promote the event and the donation. A picture of the donations should be sent to the local paper. IPPA can assist in developing press materials.

Local pork promotions should also be incorporated into the event as much as possible. Working with a local grocery store or meat processor in sourcing the pork and then having them run pork specials before and after the event to help drive people to buy pork locally.

How do I apply?

Producers must complete a Pork & Pigskins application and submit it to the IPPA office at least 2 weeks prior to the event. IPPA will review the application and then notify applicant of approval. Funds are limited and will be allocated on a first come first serve basis and be based on the quality of the application.

Other tips for success

· Look for rivalry games with nearby communities for the date to have the event. 
· Offer $2 gift certificates available from the IPPA office to anyone purchasing $5 or more of pork at the concession stand the night of the game

· Put together a 50-50 drawing of pork products from a local meat processor and pull the winner out during halftime of the game

· Send a press release out to media a week in advance of the event.

· Get other partners involved – county farm bureau, local agri-businesses, etc.

· Look for opportunities to promote local pork products and tie-in retail partners
