For Immediate Release

Contact:           Tim Maiers, IPPA Director of Public Relations

Office: 217-529-3100 - Mobile: (217) 257-1020

tim@ilpork.com - www.ilpork.com
Bacon – Converting Vegans to Meat Eaters

Story Winner Receives 2 tickets to Sold Out April 9th Baconfest

CHICAGO (April 5, 2011) – Bacon. It has been known to make grown men cry, make women jealous and bring together people of differing viewpoints. Now, the power of bacon has been verified to even convert vegans to meat eaters.

Bacon will be celebrated at the upcoming Baconfest Chicago, which will be held at the UIC Forum on April 9. Tickets sold out in a matter of minutes on February 25, but as presenting sponsors, the Illinois Pork Producers Association (IPPA) wanted to give one last chance for those who weren't able to get in on the online ticket ordering frenzy, to attend the event and really "pig out." 

IPPA sponsored a contest for folks to tell Illinois' bacon makers their favorite bacon story and/or why they deserve to win tickets to Chicago's premiere bacon outing. Nearly 60 entries were received with many great stories ranging from bacon in childhood memories to "bacon parties" rather than "birthday parties." But the winning story was a classic tale of bacon converting a vegan back to a meat eater.

Julee Laurent from St. Joseph, MI was the winner of 2 tickets to Baconfest for her winning story. 
“I was a vegan for two years. After a late night at work, my body felt like it needed something more than fruits and vegetables. I needed BACON! I made the perfect BLT. With each bite I felt my energy return and saw the end of my vegan days. Bacon is again a part of my family." 
Julee and her guest will be on their way to Chicago for the biggest, best BACON LOVER event around, enjoying bacon masterpieces from over 53 chefs and many other creative bacon creations!

“We congratulate Julee on being selected as the Baconfest story winner and for transitioning back into a meat eater again,” said Erin Cleary, IPPA Director of Marketing and Education. "We're glad to have her back!"
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About Baconfest Chicago: On April 9, 2011, 2000 ticketed guests will come together at the UIC Forum to celebrate bacon at the second annual Baconfest Chicago. More than 50 celebrated chef-sponsors will provide tasting portions of creative bacon-inspired dishes. An assortment of liquor sponsors will provide bacon-themed beverages to compliment these dishes. More than twenty bacontrepreneurs will sample and sell bacon merchandise in the Baconfest Vendor Expo. The event will feature the presentation of the Golden Rasher awards, the “Oscars” of bacon. The Greater Chicago Food Depository will run a non-perishable food-drive at the event and will receive a portion of the ticket proceeds. More information about the event and the organization can be found at www.baconfestchicago.com.
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