2009-1 Submitted by District #9 (Insurance) – NON-CHECKOFF

WHEREAS, pork producers do not set or determine the price they receive for their animals, and

WHEREAS, pork exports have set a record for the 17th consecutive year, and

WHEREAS, pork exports account for nearly 25% of all US production, and

WHEREAS, other nation’s livestock producers have been significantly impacted by the onset of foreign animal diseases and the resulting border restrictions, and

WHEREAS, pork producers set the standard for all livestock groups with biosecurity protocols, and

WHEREAS, over 97% of pork producers in Illinois further protect their interest by maintaining a current premise registration for their operations, and

WHEREAS, export markets would likely be eliminated in the event of a foreign animal disease outbreak in the US pork industry, or outbreak of multi-species disease in another US livestock industry, or could be impacted by other political issues not tied to pork production or disease, and

WHEREAS, other members of the agriculture community receive the opportunity to participate in government supported insurance to truly limit their risk, and

WHEREAS, pork producers need protections to guard themselves from circumstances that are beyond their control, and
WHEREAS, extremely limited livestock insurance programs are offered through the Risk Management Agency,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers and the National Pork Producers Council shall develop and seek a revision to the currently offered livestock insurance to provide more comprehensive, reliable and more readily accessible “catastrophic” insurance that producers could elect to purchase in order to better protect their investment from the tremendous risk associated with these issues that could devastate the US pork industry.

PASSED ___XXX_____          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2009-2 Submitted by District #9 (10% Ethanol Inclusion) – NON-CHECKOFF
WHEREAS, feed is the majority of the cost of producing pork, and

WHEREAS, corn is the primary feed ingredient for pork produced in the Midwest, and

WHEREAS, the price of corn has increased in part due to ethanol production,
WHEREAS, ethanol has been subsidized by blending credits and mandated by the Renewable Fuel Standard and other legislative mandates, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers and the National Pork Producers Council shall oppose increasing the current 10% minimum ethanol inclusion rate used in fuel blending. This opposition would include any attempts to change current legislation and/or EPA or other government mandates which would result in an increase of the 10% minimum standard currently in place.

PASSED __________          FAILED ____XXX___
ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

AMENDED

2009-3 Submitted by District #8 (Renewable Fuels Standard) – NON-CHECKOFF

WHEREAS, the increase in the demand for corn and soybeans for biofuels production, global demand and other factors have significantly contributed to the increasing cost of both corn and soybean meal,

WHEREAS, corn and soybean meal are approximately 85% of swine diets and thus has caused a dramatic increase in the cost of production, and
WHEREAS, livestock producers are the number one customer for these grains, and

WHEREAS, the Renewable Fuels Standard includes increasing the amount of biofuel production by six billion gallons a year for the next six years, and

WHEREAS, such increases in biofuel demand will likely increase corn and soybean prices and demand as well as ensure continued volatility in the marketplace, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers Association work with the National Pork Producers Council to urge the United States Congress and the United States Environmental Protection Agency to cap the Renewable Fuels Standard at the 2008 levels of biofuel demand, which is nine billion gallons. ethanol from feed grains.
PASSED ____XXX___          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2009-4 Submitted by District #8 (Ethanol Import Tariff) – NON-CHECKOFF

WHEREAS, the increase in the demand for corn and soybeans for biofuels production, global demand and other factors have significantly contributed to the increasing cost of both corn and soybean meal,

WHEREAS, corn and soybean meal are approximately 85% of swine diets and thus has caused a dramatic increase in the cost of production, and
WHEREAS, livestock producers are the number one customer for these grains, and

WHEREAS, the increase use of U.S. grown grains for biofuel production is assisted by the tariff on ethanol produced by other countries, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Illinois Pork Producers Association work with the National Pork Producers Council to urge the United States Congress and the United States Department of Agriculture to decrease the amount of the Ethanol Import Tariff gradually, to the point of elimination, over the next 5 years.

PASSED ___XXX____          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2009-5 Submitted by District #8 (Ethanol Blenders Tax Credit) – NON-CHECKOFF

WHEREAS, the increase in the demand for corn and soybeans for biofuels production, global demand and other factors have significantly contributed to the increasing cost of both corn and soybean meal,

WHEREAS, corn and soybean meal are approximately 85% of swine diets and thus has caused a dramatic increase in the cost of production, and
WHEREAS, livestock producers are the number one customer for these grains, and

WHEREAS, the Ethanol Blenders Tax Credit allows ethanol plants the ability to pay more for a bushel of corn than livestock producers, and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Illinois Pork Producers Association work with the National Pork Producers Council to urge the United States Congress and the United States Department of Agriculture to decrease the Ethanol Blenders Tax Credit gradually, to the point of elimination, over the next 5 years.
PASSED ___XXX____          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2009-6 Submitted by District #3 (Manure Research) – CHECKOFF
WHEREAS, the increased costs of commercial fertilizers has increased the interest by many crop farmers in utilizing manure, while pork producers have also looked at further fine-tuning their utilization of the valuable nutrients in manure, and
WHEREAS, pork producers want to continue to improve the environmental quality of their operations through better utilization of manure, and
WHEREAS, much of the research related to manure application rates and utilization is based on outdated information and production practices, and

WHEREAS, the decisions of how much manure to apply to achieve yield goals in nutrient management plans in Illinois is hindered by this outdated research and regulators, producers, and crop advisors are forced to use this information until newer data is available, and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers Association shall initiate a working group to identify manure research needs and then work collaboratively with other Illinois agricultural groups such as the IL Corn Marketing Board, IL Soybean Association, Illinois Farm Bureau, etc. to update manure nutrient research in Illinois to more accurately reflect today’s production systems for both livestock and crops.
PASSED ___XXX____          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

AMENDED

2009-7 Submitted by District #9 and #10 (The Future of Agriculture) – CHECKOFF /NON-CHECKOFF
WHEREAS, educating consumers and the general public on pork producers and pork production practices continues to be the top priority for the Illinois Pork Producers, and

WHEREAS, the Illinois Pork Producers Association has initiated a producer and industry education campaign, “Operation Impact,” and

WHEREAS, several other states have initiated similar campaigns, and

WHEREAS, the National Pork Producers Council and the National Pork Board have also begun a collaborative initiative with states, industry partners and producers, We Care “Responsible Pork Initiative,” and
WHEREAS, today we are continually reminded that there is little understanding and/or tolerance by consumers and decision-makers of modern pork production practices, which has led to consumers developing misconceptions about pork and pork production related to animal welfare, antibiotic usage, public health concerns, etc, and

WHEREAS, the pork industry needs to continue these education efforts to ensure that misinformed consumers does not lead to a reduction of pork consumption, and
WHEREAS, pork producers have been continually addressing these issues as they emerge through the We Care program of which include Ethical Principles and are implemented through  PQA Plus, TQA, SWAP and other best management practices.
WHEREAS, these programs are positively perceived by those that understand them, and

WHEREAS, the industry continues to face growing opposition to different pork production practices and increasing negative sentiment, and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers Association shall work collaboratively with other state organizations, National pork organizations and 3rd party partners and industry partners to immediately develop and implement a strategic plan to establish and implement publicly accepted and verifiable practices that anticipate customer demands and diminish the influence and input of other sources that seek to eliminate the raising of livestock for food.
PASSED __XXX_____          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2009-8 Submitted by District #3 (Shared Revenue Opportunities with end users of pork) – CHECKOFF/NON-CHECKOFF

WHEREAS, the pork industry continues to face attacks by groups such as the Humane Society of the United States, which will continue to challenge pork producers’ production practices, and
WHEREAS, the pork industry does not have the funds or the people to be successful in winning this on-going battle and needs to be more proactive in our efforts, and

WHEREAS, retailers and food service companies are looking for ways to promote how their products are meeting animal welfare standards and meeting the expectations of their customers, while many of these companies will be using programs such as PQA Plus to help achieve this objective, and
WHEREAS, these companies have access to reach a large number of consumers through their advertising efforts, which would be a valuable partner for the pork industry to help tell its story, and
WHEREAS, these companies will be profiting from the hard work by pork producers and the pork industry in implementing programs such as PQA Plus which will ultimately benefit the future viability of both the end users and producers,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers Association and the National Pork Board and National Pork Producers Council shall work to discover and pursue shared revenue opportunities for pork producers with end users of pork such as retailers and food service companies for pork quality and animal welfare guidelines such as PQA Plus and third party audits and to help generate revenue to address future animal welfare issues.
PASSED ____XXX___          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

THIS RESOLUTION WAS BROUGHT FROM THE FLOOR.

2009-9 Submitted by IPPA Board of Directors (We Care) – CHECKOFF /NON-CHECKOFF

WHEREAS, we are continually reminded that there is little understanding and/or tolerance by consumers and decision-makers of modern pork production practices, which has led to consumers developing misconceptions about pork and pork production related to animal welfare, antibiotic usage, public health concerns, etc, and

WHEREAS, the pork industry has continued development and implementation of numerous proactive self-improvement programs to provide continued enhancement of production practices for the well being of the animals we raise, and 

WHEREAS, these many programs include:  TQA, PQA Plus, Take Care and so forth, and
WHEREAS, educating consumers and the general public on pork producers and pork production practices continues to be the top priority for the Illinois Pork Producers Association, and

WHEREAS, the Illinois Pork Producers Association firmly believes in these practices and educating fellow producers on them, and
WHEREAS, there have been several names to describe these programs such as Responsible Pork Initiative, Reputation Management, We Care, etc., and

WHEREAS, these programs need to be better integrated, streamlined, and more comprehensive so that not only consumer, but producers better understand the importance and meaning of these programs, and 
WHEREAS, these programs are positively perceived by those that understand them, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Illinois Pork Producers Association shall work collaboratively with the National pork organizations to simplify and streamline ALL of these critical programs under the auspices of the “We Care” program and share this value with producers, decision-makers and consumers to ensure that the program fundamentals of the “We Care” Program are as well recognized as “Pork. The Other White Meat.”
PASSED ___XXX____          FAILED __________

ANY COMMENTS: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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